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The Duty of Miniſters of the Goſpel to guard againſt 
the Phariſaiſm and Sadduciſm, of the preſent Day, 
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Deut. 4. 15 Take ye therefore good Heed to hourſelwes, left ye 
corrupt your ſelwes. | 

AR. 20. 28, 29, 30. Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, and ta 
all the Fhck aver which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over- 
ſeers, to feed the Church of God which he hath purchaſed with 
his own Blood; for I know this, that grievous Wolves 
ſhall enter in among you, not ſparing the Flock ; alſo of your own 
ſebves ſhall Men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things, therefore watch.u= 

Phil, 3. 2. Beware of Dogs, beware of evil-workers, ——_—_ 
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Matth. XVI. 6. 
Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, Take heed and beware of 


the Leaven of the Phariſees and of the Sadducees. 


Ir S our Lord took all Care to give 
llaſtruction to his Diſciples how 
: b behave themſelves in the 
0 e Chriſtian Life, ſo to guard them- 


* 


| N 
ä 5 ſelves, and teach others how to 
* n guard, againſt thoſe Snares and 
e Iemptations they might be lia- 


* ble to, from the evil Doctrines, 


Actions and Examples of Men; and particularly here 
of the Phariſees and Sadducees. The Occaſion was 


taken., doubtleſs from ſome Converſation he had had 


with them juſt before, as we read in the preceeding 
Context, firſt Verſe, The Phariſees and Sadducees came, 
and tempting him, deſired, that he would ſhew them a 
Sign from Heaven, and Becauſe they came with an 
Appearance of Willingneſs to be convinced that he 
was the Meſſias, if they might ſee ſome Proof of it, 
whereas they had already reſiſted the cleareſt Evi- 
dence that he was the Chriſt ; and ſo came not to be 
convinced that he was ſo, but hoped that he would 

not 
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in another Place, Luk, 12, 1, What the Leaven of 
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not be able to anſwer their Requeſt of a Sign, and fo 
would appear not to be the Chriſt, Therefore our Lord, 
in the ſecond Verſe calls them Hypocrites, for that 
they came with a far other Deſign than they ſeemed 
to manifeſt : This Hypocriſy of theirs, as being moſt 
contrary to the Truth of Chriſtianity, He moſt fre- 
quently and with all Courage and Strength remon- 
{trates againſt: And here I ſay, he takes Occaſion to 
guard his Diſciples againſt it, by the Caution he gives 
in our Text; Take heed and beware of the Leaven of 
the Phariſees and of the Sadducees, 


In ſpeaking to theſe Words, I ſhall firſt, Give a 
large Explanation of. them, 2. Shew that they are 


appoſite to the Occaſion of this Day, and 3. Make 


ſome Application of them to ourſelves. 


I. 1 am to give a large Explanation of the Words 
now read: And in doing this I ſhall obſerve, 1. A 
Caution given: Take beed and beware : 2. To whom 
the Caution is given. 8 


[t.] I obſerve in the Words, a Caution given, 
Take heed and beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees 


and of the Sadducees: And I ſhall conſider it, 1. In 


the Matter of it: 2. In the Manner of it. 


(I.) 1 confider the Matter of the Caution here given, 
or what they were to beware of, namely, The Leaven 


f the Phariſees and Sadducees. Beware of the Leaven. 


Our Lord will not dignify their Tenets with the 
Title of a Doctrine, but rather calls them Leaven, 
as intimating the Tendency they had to puff up in- 
ſtead of edify, to ſhow alſo how apt they were to 
ſpread upon the Minds of Men, and influence all 
their Behaviour: Now we have our Lard telling us 


the 
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the Phariſees was, Beware of the Leaven of the Pha- 
riſees which is Hypocriſy : And tho by the Uſe of this 
Metaphor the Diſciples miſtook their Maſter's Mean- 
ing at firſt, yet the Evangeliſt tells us, in the 12th 
Verſe of the Context, They found that he Hate of 
the Doctrine of the Phariſees and the Sadducees, But 
how can This be underſtood here, when it is certainly 
evident, that neither the Phariſees nor any other Sect 
whatſoever, taught Hypocriſy by Precept, but were 


All ready to ac owledge it a moſt deteſtable Vice 


and Wickedneſs : But this notwithſtanding if the 
Doctrines which were taught by the Phariſees plainly 
tended to Hypocriſy ; to make Men appear in reli- 
ious Reſpects what they were not, yea, to make 
. 42 think of themſelves that they were better than 
they were, yea, that they were in a good and ſafe Eſtate, 
when they were at the ſame Time the Children of the 
Devil; then theſe Doctrines might very well, by a 
common and eaſy Figure be called Hypocriſy, and 
ſuch were the Doctrines of the Phariſees: But the 
Caution is given alſo againſt the Doctrines of the 
Sadducees, which is alſo called Leaven, as ſubtilly 
diffuſing it ſelf thro* the Minds of Men, and there- 
fore that we may underſtand, what this Caution and 
Guard is provided againſt, we muſt conſider what are 
to be underſtood here by the Doctrines of the Phari- 
ſees and the Sadducees. 


I. PII conſider what Defrines of the Phariſees may 
be here underſtood, which are cautioned againſt as leading 
to Hypocriſy. And ſhall, Firſt, Say what the Doc- 
trines are, and, Secondly, That they lead to Hypocriſy. 


1. I ſhall ſhow what theſe Dofrines of the Phariſees 
are. The Phariſees were by far the moſt nume- 


rous Sect among the Jes, for they had not only the 
Scribes and all the learned Men ot the Law of their 
Party, but they drew after them all the Bulk of the 

3 „„ common 
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common People. Now as the Doctrines held by this 
Sect, were very numerous, fo the Time would fail 
me to make a particular Mention of them: Beſides 
it is only neceſſary to ſpeak of thoſe which more 
particularly and directly tended to that Hypocriſy, 
which is by the Caution of our Lord warned againſt. 
Theſe then we may ſay were, 1. Their falſe” Expoſi- 
tions of the Law of God. 2. Their regard to the Tra- 
ditions of the Elders and Fathers of the Fewiſh Church, 
which they put upon an equal Foot with the written 
Law ; for both theſe tended to that Hypocriſy which 
our Lord here taxes them withal, ' = . 


1. We may conſider here their falſe Expoſitions of 
the Law. And more eſpecially of the Moral Law, 
or rather the Doctrines which were the Fruits 
and Effects of theſe their falſe Expoſitions: When 
God gave his Church the Law from Mount Sinai, 
He deſign'd it for a Rule of Life, both toward God 
and Man; but as this Law was comprized in a ver: 
few Words, and contain*d only ſummarily in the Pre- 
cepts of the Decalogue then given; ſo it needed Ex- 
planation, that the Extent of it (for it was exceeding 
broad) might be evident to them, as a particular Rul; 
of their whole Behaviour. Now the Phariſees too 
upon them to be the great Expoſitors of this Law, 
and what a poor, narrow and low Senſe they gave of 
it, is evident by our Saviour's frequent. Remonſtran- 
ces againſt them in theſe Regards, declaring, That 
thoſe that went no further in the Obſervation of this 
Law, than they were taught by the Phariſees, could 
never obtain Heaven. Mat. 5. 20. For I ſay unto 
vou, that except your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righte- 
onuſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no Caſe 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 1. e. Ye ſhall never 
obtain Heaven and Happineſs, except your Obedi- 
ence exceed that Obedience which the Scribes 3 
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75 they themſelves practiſe . For they explain d the 
aw in ſuch a Manner as might indeed be practiſed 


by Men; for their Interpretation of the Law was ſo 


jejune, that it is plain, their Righteouſneſs was a 
ber Er of Works, and not of Faith; fo that 
y their Expoſitions of the Law, they taught Juſtifi- 


' e 


* 


* 


cation of Men by the Works of the Law. 


Wx can't better learn what their Tenets were in 
this Regard, than from the Apoſtle Paul, who was 
himſelf a Phariſee, and as he ſays of himſelf, Phil, 
3. 6. As touching the Righteouſneſs which is in th 
ET blameleſs. i. e. He was in the Eye of Man, o 
| blameleſs Converſation; Men could not tax him, 
e had behay'd himſelf ſo conſcientiouſly : Yet when 


he had his Eyes open, he found there was no ſuch 


Matter of Confidence for him before God: Theſe 
external Performances he found, when inlightned, 
were far ſhort of a perfe& Obedience, and therefore 
he ſaw it neceſſary to change the Ground and Foun- 
dation of his Confidence, all that he before reſted on, 
to CHRIST alone: And it is evident from that whole 
3d Chap. to the Philippians, that the Phariſees reſted 
upon their Works, even their Obedience to the Law, 
according to their Interpretation, as that by which 
they ſhould obtain Heaven, and therefore he tells us, 
in the 7th Verſe, what a low eſteem he had of all 
is Phariſaical Righteouſneſs ; But what Things were 
Gain to me, theje 7 counted Loſs for Chriſt, yea doubt- 
leſs, and I count all Things but Loſs, for the Excellency 
of the* Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, for whom 


I have ſuſter d the Loſs of all Things, and do count 
them but Dung, that I may win Chriſt, and be found 


in him, not baving on mine own Righteouſneſs which is 
of the Law, but that which is through the Faith of 
Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith, 


3 a Bur 


10 1 Convention - SERMON. 
Bur beſides that Expoſition of the Law, whereby 
they led Men to expect Juſtification by their Works, 
they reſted in their external Performances without Re- 
gard to the Heart, ſo that there was alſo this fundamental 
Defe& in their Expoſitions of the Law. The Law 
doubtleſs extended not only to overt- Acts, but even 
to the gleaſt idle Word, and alſo the ſecret Thoughts 
and Intentions of the Heart; but the Doctrines of the 
Phariſees regarded only the external Behaviour, an 
accordingly they were extreamly punctual in the Ob- 
ſervation of all Externals, ſuch as might be obſerv'd 
by Men, and hence they regularly paid their Tithes, 
not only of greater Things, but of even Mint, Anniſe 
and Cummin, not neglecting the ſmalleſt Things: 
And that they thus inſiſted upon theſe Externals with- 
out Regard to the Motions of the Heart, is evident 
from our Saviour's Care to teach them, that it was 
not ſufficient to obſerve what was ſaid to them of old 
Time, as to the Letter only, but that they were to 
regard the higher and ſpiritual Senſe of it; ſo that 
they were not only not to kill, but not ſo much as to be 
angry without a Cauſe : Hence alſo He tells them, 
that Adultery might be committed in the Heart, as 
well as by the outward Act; agreable to which He 
tells them, 15th Matth. That which cometh out of the 
Heart defileth the Man. Which Doctrine the Phati- 
ſees were ſo unacquainted with, that they were offend- 
ed. And this their Manner of explaining the Law 
was influenced by thofe Traditions, which they had 
received to hold. Which leads me to conſider, 


2. The Regard the Phariſees had to the Traditions 
of the Elders and Fathers 7 the Fewiſh Church : 
which is another Doctrine of the Phariſees, leadin 
to Hypocriſy.— Indeed the great diſtingaiſhing Cha- 
racter of this Sect, was their Zeal for the Tradition 
of the Elder, which they would derive fon de 
| 8 
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fame Fountain with the written Word it ſelf, pre. 
tending both to be deliver'd to Moſes from Mount 
Sinai; and therefore they aſcribed to both equal Au- 
thority, or rather the Traditionary ſwallow'd up the 
written Law, according to that of our Saviour, 15th 
Matth. 6, Ye have made the Word of God of none Ef 
felt by your Tradition. 


Arp thus I have conſider'd the Doctrines of the 
Phariſees, which we may ſuppoſe our Lord had here 
a peculiar Regard to; and my Buſineſs now will be 
tw how, | 


2. That theſe Doctrines led to Hypocriſy. So that 
tho* the Phariſees did not teach Hypocriſy by Pre- 
cept, for this would have been a Contradiction to 
Reaſon and Common Senſe; yet if the Doctrines 
which they taught, and Tenets which they held, led 
or were naturally conducive to Hypocriſy, then fuch 
Doctrines (as I ſaid before) might well be call'd Hy- 

ocriſy. And this was directly the Caſe, as to their 
falſe Expoſitions of the Moral Law, which they gave 
their Diſciples ; For Hypocriſy 1s making a Pretence 
by our Actions and outward Appearance, to that 
Religion which we have not in the Heart : Now, as 
we have heard, the Interpretations of the Phariſees 
did not extend to any ſpiritual Senſe of the Law, 
but were confin'd to outward Acts, and ſuch Things 
as were plainly in the View of Men; ſo that accor- 
ding to Kerr corrupt Gloſſes upon the Law, a Man 
might be a very good Phariſee and a very good Man, 
if he were but blameleſs in his outward Behaviour. 
Now nothing is more certain than that a very blame- 
leſs outward Behaviour may conſiſt with a very falſe 
Heart; and yet the Heart is what God looks at, 
without which He will reject every Thing elſe ;. But 
When this was the * of the Fhariſees * 
12 ; 
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jng the Law, how natural was i pr every. Man th 
be contented with that Cloak of Religion, which was 
thus prepar'd for him, while he indulg'd all Lufts in 
his Heart | For it is much the more difficult Thing to 
reform the Heart, and to guard againſt indyelliny 
Sin, than to abſtain from the outward Att of lock 
Sins as would expoſe to the Reproach of the World. 


Bur then again, as every Man has a great deal of 
Pride in his Heart, which often produces a great 5 
of Hypocriſy ; ſo was this Vice greatly encourage 
by the Doctrine of Juſtification by their Works, ac- 
cording to their exact and careful Obſervance of the 
Law; whereby they conſider'd their Salvation, or the 
Power of obtaining it, as in their own Hands, and 
that when they had perform'd the Law, according to 
their narrow Senſe of Things, they could not mils of 
Happineſs, and Acceptance with God; And ſo upon 
a Survey of their exact Behaviour in ſhowy and ex- 
ternal Things, they truſted in their own Righteouſ- 
neſs and deſpiſed others. And when Pride was thus 
encouraged in their Hearts, how natural was it for 
them to make all the Show and ſplendid Appearance 
of Religion and Devotion that they could; while 
their Hearts were not touched with theſe Things ? 


. Moxeovtx, their Doctrine about Tradition greatly 
helped on this Hypocriſy and Falſeneſs of the Heart 
in Religion; For as true Religion, and conducting 
the Heart and Life, according to a proper Evangeli- 
cal Holineſs, ſo as to obtain Happineſs, is the moſt 
difficult Thing in the World, and as all Men are con- 
cerned in this Affair, ſo it is natural for every one 
o endeavour to be happy in as cheap and eaſy a 
Way as he can; and hence it is that carnal Men have 
' from Time th Time made figh Expoſitions, of the 
Ruler of een a5 may tend to Tayour their. Lats 
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and When once theſe are receiv'd às good and genuine 
the Affair will ſtill go on, till at laſt the Fits of 
ton will be explain'd away: and fo indeed it 
vas in Fact, with the Pharifees, whom our bleſſed 
rd tells plainly, They had made the Word of God 

none Effect, by their Tradition, By reaſon of their 
Pretences to a more nice and regular Obſervation of 
the Law, according to their Traditions they had 
ſuper- added to it, they look'd upon themſelves as 
more holy than other Men, and ſeparated themſelves 
from them as Sinners and prophane, ſo as not to eat 
or drink with them; and yet from their Pretences to 
Sanctity and a greater Righteouſneſs than others, in 
the Obſervation of the Law, they drew the common 
*eople after them, and they had them in higheſt 

ſteem and Veneration. This Hy ocriſy then our 

ord frequently charges them with, becatiſe the) 


* 


1 8 the Worſhip of God, and great Sanctity, an 


&eligion, in Ceremonies of humane Invention, and 


under a pretended Regard to Purity in Religion, did 


nothing from a pure Reſpect to the Glory of God, 
but all to be ſeen of Men; and alſo becauſe being ſo 


ſuperſtitiouſly careful to avoid the outward Pollutions 


of the Body, by abſtaining from every Thing legally 
unclean, and waſhing their Hands when they fear'd 
they had thus defiled themſelves, they left that which 
was within, viz. their Hearts, full of Hypocriſy and 
Iniquity, Uncleanneſs, Extortion and Exceſs. Now this 


being the State and Condition of their Hearts, no 
Wonder they were guilty of ſuch Enormities as our 


Lord taxes them with: For tho* they endeavour'd 
to be very punctual (as we have faid) in external 


Things, yet this was only to hide themſelves from 
Men; for when they were tempted by any. great 


worldly Gain, they eaſily brake through the Law of 


God; for our Lord ſays, They devour'd Widows Hou- 


# g 


Een ſo that at the ſame Time that they for * 
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14 4 Convention-SERMON. 
made long Prayers, their Hearts went after Covetouſ- 


neſs : and hence was that Direction of our Lord to his 


Hearers, Matth. 23. beg. The Scribes and Phariſees ſit 
in Moſes Seat, all therefore that they bid you obſerve, 
that obſerve and do, 1. e. all that they teach you from 
Moſes : But do not ye after their Works; for they ſay, 
and do not: i. e. They regard not Mercy and Judg- 
ment, and the Love of God. So that whatever Pre- 
tences of great Devotion were made by theſe Men, 

et they failed in Regard of-their Obſervance of the 
fubſtancial Parts of the Law, and ſo their Hypocriſy 
was not difficult to be diſcern'd, and yet ſuch is the 
Faſcination of high Pretences to Devotion and Reli- 


- 


gion, that the People nevertheleſs had a great Eſteem 


tor them: And indeed we may have a like Eſteem 
for any who are exact in Externals, and have an 
high Appearance of Devotion, unleſs we know them 
to be immoral; for we ſhould here note, That we 


are not to be forward, from the Example of our | 


Lord, in charging them ſo frequently with Hypocriſy, 
to pronounce Men to be Hypocrites and Phariſees 
becauſe we have neither that Authority nor Know- 
ledge of the Heart, which he had, to vindicate ſuch 
Reflections as theſe. And thus I have conſider'd the 
Doctrines of the Phariſees, which our Lord might 
have a ſpecial Regard to. We proceed to conſider, 


II. Taz Doctrines of the Sadducees. 


Tuksk were a ſort of Free-Thinkers or Deiſts of that 
Day; tho” they were rather leſs heterodox than the Deiſts 
of our Day, in that they acknowledg*d ſome Revela- | 
tion from God. Of theſe then Chriſt bids us beware, 
as well as of the Phariſees. And as we are here 
warn'd of the DofArines of the Phariſees, as we have 
conſider'd them, ſo may it be fuppofed that our Lord 
here means that his Diſciples ſhould take heed of the 
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Poctrines of the Sadducees; for as to their Practices, 
they were rather more juſt and righteous than the 
Phariſees themſelves, tho* hey made ſo much more 
Noiſe about them; but their Principles were moſt 
pernicious. 


As to the Doectrines of the Sadducees then, 
we ſhall more particularly conſider them in three 
Articles. 1. Their denying Part of the Revelation 
of God. 2. The Reſurrection. 3. All Predeſtina- 
tion whatſoever. 


1. Then we conſider the denying of Part of the 
revealed Will of God in the Scriptures, as one of thoſe 
Doctrines of the Sadducees, which the Caution in the 
Text guards the Diſciples againſt. 


Ir is true, the Sadducees were not more diſtin - 
guiſhed from the Phariſees by, nor more hated of 
them for, any Thing, than their denying all Tradi- 
tion, which was the very fundamental Doctrine of 
Phariſaiſm; but certainly our bleſſed Saviour cannot 
be ſuppoſed to condemn them for this, ſince the very 
Reverſe is what he condemns the Phariſees for. But 
as they, the Sadducees, denied all Tradition, and held 
to the written Word, ſo they did not hold it all to 


be from God, but denied all the Scriptures but the 
Five Books of Moſes. It is true, there is a diverſity 


of Opinions among learned Men as to this Point ; 


ſome holding that they did not reje& the other Scrip- 


tures, but only prefer'd the Five Books of Moſes to 
all the reſt ; but I think Dr. Prideaux's Argument 
upon the Caſe very ſtrong, from the Quotation which 


our Lord made to prove the Reſurrection to the Sad- 


ducees, from the Books of Meſes ; for ſays he, See- 
ing there ate ſo many Texts in the Prophets and 


e Hagiographa, which plainly and directly prove a 


future 
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1 fyture State, agd. the Reſurrection from the Dead, 
& no, other Reaſon can be given, RA Chriſt waved 
« all theſe Proofs, and drew his Argument only by 
« Conſequence, from what is ſaid in the Law, but 
< that he knew that they had rejected the Prophets 
t and Hagiographa, and therefore would admit of no 
Argument, but from the Law only.“ Nor does it 
at all deſtroy the Doctor's Argument, to ſay here, 
'That our Saviour did not mention the Arguments 
for the Reſurtection that might be taken from the 
Prophets and Hagiographa, becauſe they, the Saddu- 
cees, had a greater Regard to the Book of the Law, than 
to thoſe; for if the reſt were owned to came from 
God (and without this, they pwn'd nothing to this 
Purpoſe) however they preſs 

yet the Proofs found in the other Books, are ſo ver) 
full and ſtrong to our Saviour's Purpoſe, that we > 
ſappoſe he would haye had ſome Regard to them, 
as well as to that Text he quotes from the Book. of 
the Law : By uſing that. Text then out of thoſe Books 
which they. acknowledg'd to be genuine, and to come 
from God by Meſes, he puts them to Silence. But! 
am led here to ſay,” | 


erred the Law to them, 


| 


2. Tu Saddycees denied the Reſurrection, and 
all Angels and Spirits. A#. 23. 8. For the Sadducees 
ſay, that there is no Reſurrettion, neither. Angels nor | 
Spirits. Their Notion was, that there was no ſpirt- 
tual Being but GOD only; that as to Man, this 
World is his all, that Body and Soul dye together, 
never to live again, and therefore that there are no 
future Rewards or Puniſhments : they acknowledged 
that God made this World, and governs it by his 
Providence, and ordain'd Rewards and Puniſhments 
for the good Government of the World; but then 
they thought that theſe Rewards and Puniſhments 
topk place in this World only, Ang this impjous 


Doctrine 
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Doctrine is doubtleſs one of thoſe that are intended by 


our Saviour in the Words. | 


3. The Sadducees denied all Manner of Predeſtination 
twhatſoever. And their Doctrine in this Point was, 
That God had made Man abſolute Maſter of all his 
Actions, with full Freedom and Power to do Good 
or Evil as he ſhall chooſe, without any Aſſiſtance to 


him for the one, or any Reſtraint upon him as to the 


other; ſo that whether Man chooſe Good or Evil, 


itt is wholly from himſelf, becauſe he hath it abſo- 


lutely in his own Power to do the one and avoid the 


other: In a Word, they were as to theſe Tenets, the 


Pelagians of that Day, who denied any Help from 
| God, either of his preventing or aſſiſting Grace, but 


dat without any ſuch Help every Man hath in him- 
ſelf full Power, to avoid all the Evil, which the 


Law-of God forbids, and to do all the Good which it 


commands. And thus I have conſider'd the Doc- 


trines of the Sadducees.— So we have ſhewn what that 


Leaven of the Phariſees and of the Sadducees is which 


is here caution'd againſt. ' And thus I have finiſh'd 
the firſt Thing I propoſed ; to conſider the Matter 
of the Caution in the Words. I proceed, 


(2.) To conſider the Manner of the Caution here gi- 
ven; expreſs'd in thoſe Words Opæſe, mp5:Xe's: The 
fitſt oft which Words is uſed to expreſs our be- 
holding any Thing with our bodily Eyes, but often 
to regard any Thing attentively with our Minds, and 
is well render*d- by our Engli//þ Expreſſion, Look to it, 


and agreably our Verſion well turns it, Take heed. 


The other Word is yet ſtronger, and ſignifies to re- 


gard any Thing with a ſingular Attention of Mind: 
Both of them then being uſed here, intimates a ſtrong 
Charge given to the Diſciples that they ſhould be 
| very pircumſpect, with = on to the Doctrine or 


Leaven 
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Leaven of the Phariſees and the+Sadducees z that they 
are of ſuch a poiſonous and noxious Influence, that 
they can't be too much aware of them; Take 2 


aud beware. of the Leaven of the Phariſees and of the © 
Sadduce And thus I have done with the firſt * 
* propoſed to conſider, the Caution which is 


Thing 
here given by our Lord. —And proceed to > SATs 


12.1 75 0 when this Caution is given. This we 
10 in. the Verſe immediately preceeding the Text, 
And when the Diſciples were come to the other Side, 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, Take beed and beware, &c. So 
then the Caution was given to his Diſciples, i. e. to 
the Twelve; thoſe whom he deſign'd to ſend forth 


as the Preachers of the everlaſting Goſpel, to inſtruct | 
the World in the Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; thoſe to 
whom he afterwards gave that Commiſſion and Pro- 
miſe, Matth. 28. 19, 20.. Go ye and Diſciple all Na- 
tions, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, the | 


Son and the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all 


Things . I have commanded you. And lo! I F 


am with you alway, even to the End of the World. 


This Charge then, that they ſhould take heed and be- 
ware of the Leaven of the Phariſees and of the Sadducees, W ; 
is not given to them as Apoſtles, and in their extraor- | 
dinary Capacity, but as they were Miniſters of the | 
Goſpel of CHRIST; for that certainly the Miniſters | 
of * CHRIsT are to take heed and beware of | 


the ſpreading of theſe falſe Doctrines to the End of the 
World; they are always to take heed and beware 
of them, as tending to obſtruct the Progreſs of the 
Goſpel in the Hearts of Men, and the utter Over- 
throw and Deſtruction of Chriſtianity, And thus I 
have at length finiſh'd the firſt general Head 1 


AY viz, To give a large Explanation of the 
ords, I proceed 1 
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II. To bew that the Caution given by our Savious- 
in ile Words, is appoſite to the preſent Occaſon. 


my 
% 
* . 
3 


Fou have thought fit, my Fathers and Brethren, 
to make Choice of me (tho? greatly unworthy) to 
give you this Day a Word of Exhortation, as you 


| ö are Miniſters of the everlaſting Goſpel of CHRIST 
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in which Caſe, it is doubtleſs highly proper that I 


inſiſt upon the Care and Vigilance which is to be ex- 
erciſed by you, in behalf of our common Lord and 
Maſter, and the Souls given you in Charge. To you' 
then is this Word of Exhortation ſent this Day, Take 


heed and beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees and of tho 


Sadducees, Take heed and beware of thoſe Tenets 


and Doctrines which are pernicious and deſtructive. 
to the Deſign of the Goſpel-Miniſtry: And in Con- 
- © fideration of the preſent State of Things, as to Reli- 


gion, both in our Nation and here with our felves, I 
cannot but think the Caution given in the Text, 


highly proper for your Conſideration, 


ITI E Doctrines of the Sadducees, all of them, are 
not (I ſuppoſe) avouch'd by any at this Day; yet - 


are there thoſe that favour ſome Part of their Doc- 
'  trines, and ſome other Tenets ſimilar to them, which 


are not a whit leſs deſtructive to the Souls of Men; 


ſuch are the Deiſts and Free Thinkers of the preſent 


Age, who pretend to diſbelieve all Revelation from 


' God: Of theſe, how many ſoever are to be found in 


our Nation, I hope there are few in our Land; yet 


as it is much to be feared, that there are ſome, they 
are then to be guarded againſt, with the higheſt Cay- 
tion. This ſort of Men, being beat out of the In- 


| Ciſhelieve the Goſpel, * pheme that holy Name, 
2 


trenchments of Atheiſm, and convinced of the Bein 
of a GOD, pretend to believe a State of Ran 
and Puniſnments in another Life; but then as they 


than 
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than which there is none other. under Heaven given 


among Men, whereby wwe muſt. be ſaved, they are ne- 2 


ceſſarily as far from Salvation, as the Atheiſts them- 


ſelves. Theſe alſo according their Principles, muſt 


with the old Sadducees deny the Re/urrefiion : For 


knows nothing of the Reſurrection, nor can we have 
any Belief of it, but as revealed from GOD. And 


upon the ſame Bottom, they cannot admit of any 


Predoſtiuation and Election to Eternal Life; but muſt, 
as the Sadducees did, ſuppoſe a Man to have full 


Power in bimſeif, to procure to himſelf all the Hap- 


pineſs which he hopes for.— Since then there are this 


ſort of Men in the Chriſtian World; ſince it is much 


to be fear'd, that there are Endeavours to ſpread this 


Leaven in our Land; ſince theſe Doctrines are abſo- 
lutely deſtructive to the Souls of Men; the Caution 


of our Lord in the Text, muſt be appoſite to the 
Occaſion of this Day. But then much more are we 


here to conſider Sgdduciſm in another View, to which 


the Caution is appoſite, viz. as to that Infidelity, 
which (together with a mixture of great Enthuſiaſm) 
oyerſets the Foundations of the Goſpel, by denying 
the Mediation of CHRIST, and deſtroys the very 
Eſſence of the Goſpel-Covenant ; I mean the worſt 


Part of Sacinianiſm,, which is ſo rife among the Seta. 


ries in many Parts of our Land. But this I now pals, 
becauſe I ſhall ſpeak more of it by and by. 


AgGaiv, It is evident from the Pluriſaiſm of the 
Preſent. Day, that the Caution in our Text is ſcaſonable 


on this Qccafion. Indeed as to that Part of Phariſaiſm, 
the Attachment to the Traditions and Opinions of 
any Fathers of the Church whatſoever, to the weak- 


ning our Attachment unto the Scripture-Rule of Doc- 
trie, which many Churches in the World may be 
taxed with, I ſhall ſay the leſs, becauſe I think the 


Churches 


* 
an" 
AV 


; {fate Dependance upon the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 


A*Corventim-S ERMON.. or 


Phorches df Nrw-England are built upon the Feunde:: 
tian of the Apoſtles and Prophets, FESUS” CHRIST 


bjmfelf. being the chief Corner-Stone. And tho? an Ar- 
gument againſt Innovations of any kind, taken from 
the Principles and Practices of our Fathers, who laid 


the Foundations of theſe Churches (as when you ſet 


before the People their Learning, their Purity of 
Doctrine and Manners, and their Zeal for the Glory 
of CHRIST) may be a good and proper Argument 


> with, and may be regarded by, ſuch as have neither 


Leiſure nor Ability: to examine the Foundation of 
Things: Yet as the ſame Argument is uſed by the 


2 Papiſts, to confirm their People in their Superſtitions, 
and as ſuch is no rational Argument, therefore are we 


not to reſt any Controverſial Point upon the Autho- 


rrity of our Fathers, but upon the Word of GOD.— 
However, as it is a moſt evident Truth, that our 
Foathers who ſettled theſe Churches of CHRIST, were 
Men of Learning, and holineſs of Life, and of an 


excellent Spirit, nothing can be more unreaſonable 


than for any to go off from their Tenets of Doctrine 


or Diſcipline, till they have firſt examined and con- 
ſylted what They have to ſay in theſe Things. And 


tho? we are to call no Man on Earth Maſter, and are 


always to make that Inquiry, What ſaith the Scrip- 


' tyre? Yet. when we with Care and Diligence and 


an impartial Regard to Truth, conſult the Writings 


of the firſt Fathers of thele Churches, and compare 
them with the Law and the Teſtimony, doubtleſs 
we ſhall find that in moſt Things, and eſpecially in 


all which are by any accounted to be Fundamental, 
they have ſpoken as becomes the Oracles of GOD. 


Bu then as to that Article of the Phar:/ai/m of 
the preſent, Day, viz. the giving ſuch a Turn to the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, as tends to tate off our ab- 


and 
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and lead us to any good Thought of our ſelves, and 
as to any of our own Works, whereby we ſhall: ſeek 
Juſtification by the Law, you are doubtleſs highly 
concern?d, to receive the Caution of our Lord in the 
Text. The Heart of Man is naturally ſo baughty, 
that he ſcorns to be oblig'd to another for what he 
can do himſelf, nor ſhall we give to CHRIS the 
Glory of our Salvation, if we have any ſuch 
Value for our own Righteouſneſs. Beſides, the: Heart 
#- deceitful: above all Things; and how many ſerious 
Chriſtians: will tell us, that upon a ſober. Self-Exami- 
nation, they really found they had much truſted and 
depended upon their Works, nor had that entire 
and abſolute Dependance upon the Righteouſneſs: of 
CHR1sT, that they flatter'd themſelves with.— The 
Doctrine of the Righteouſneſs of Cn RIS alone en- 
tirely anſwering all the Demands of the Law, making 
full Satisfaction for our Sin, procuring Pardon for us, 
and the ſanctifying Influences of the holy Spirit, is 
doubtleſs a fundamental Doctrine of the Goſpel: And 
therefore thoſe Doctrines that are preached for Goſpel, 
which in the leaſt Regard take us off from a Depen- 
dance upon the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, they are 
deſtructive to the Souls of Men. For as the Way 
of Salvation of loſt Man, was inveſtigated with an 
high Regard to the Glory of the Divine Attributes, 
ſo is there a; moſt wonderful Diſplay to us eſpeci- 
ally of the divine Grace: And therefore are you to 
be always jealous. for the Doctrines of Grace, that 
they be not impugn'd by ſuch as call themſelves Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt 3. and tho? I hope there 
is not that ground for Fear in this regard which ſome 
imagine, yet to be jealous with a godly Jealouſy, for 
the glory of the divine Grace, is ſafe; nor to be faul- 
ted, unleſs ſuch Jealouſy ſo burn and rage, as raſſily 
ta impute the contrary Poctrines or Tenets to thoſe 
who by no means avow them. Pao ON 
5 Again, 
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ain, There is another Article of [Phariſaiſm, 
which the Caution in the Text certainly has Regard 
to, and that is an high pretence to Devotion, ꝛbhich 
is not anfwer'd by ithe Life and Converſation. And 


this,” I believe, is ſo appoſite to the Occaſion of this 


Day, that we have more. Reaſon to fear this kind of 
it, than any other. We have heard that the Hypo- 
criß of the Phariſees is here more particularly intend- 
ed in this Caution, True, it is faid (as J obſerved) 
che Diſciples found, that it was the Doctrine of the 
Phariſees, which our Saviour intended as leading to 
this Hypocriſy : But, let what would lead to it, cer- 
tainly Hypocriſy itſelf was the Thing, - the great 
Thing, that our Lord would have his Diſciples take 
heed and beware of. It is the Hypocriſy of the Day 
then, which we are now to guard againſt, - And 


this, alas! how evident is it to any Man, that will 


Set of Men, both Miniſters and People; who not 


not be dazzled and blinded with the Glitter of a ze 
lous outward Profeſſion ? | 


Tuts our Land. was firft planted by an excellent 


only made an high Profeſſion, and great Pretenſions to 
Religion, but alſo honour'd that Profeſſion, by true 
Religion, and a fervent Devotion, proved to all Men 
by their exemplary Lives, But alas! how is the Gold 
become dim, and the moſt fine Gold changed ? We have 
left our firſt L&ve: And tho? Religion is ſtill in Fa- 
ſhion with us, yet it's evident, that the Power of it 


is greatly decayed. —Indeed thoſe two pious and valu- 


| able Men of GOD, who have been lately labouring 


more abundantly among us, have been greatly inſtru- 
mental in the Hands of GOD, to revive this bleſſed 
Work; and many, no. doubt, have been ſavingly 


Converted from the Error of their Ways, many more 
have been convicted, and all have been in fome Mea- 


| fare rouzed from their Lethargy. But the Power gf 


Religion 
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Religion had been greatly weakned, and hath for a 
long Time been too much in Show and Profeſſiofi 
only: This is evident from the Lives and Converſa- 
tions of thoſe that nevertheleſs make a full Profeſſion. 
They are conſtant perhaps in their Family-Devotions, 
ſhew an high Regard for the Sabbath, diligently at- 
tend on the public Worſhip, and come up to all the 
Ordinances of Religion; and ſo far they appear to 
be Saints: But conſider them in the Affairs of Civil 
Life, and you cannot diſtinguiſh them from thoſe that 
make no Profeſſion at all; nay, you cannot diſtin- 

iſh ſome of them from very Heathen, unleſs it be 
by their worſe Morals. Nay, ſome ſeem to make 
their extraordinary Profeſſion, only to cloak' and hide 
themſelves from Suſpicion, that they might more 
effectually deceive ſuch as they deal with. And this 
appears in their having no Regard to their Word and 
Promiſes ; in their Falſhood as to their Merchandize 
and Sale of Things, giving ſuch a Character of them 
as they by no Means deſerve, thereby to over-reach 
an ignorant Chapman: Whereby it is evident, that 
notwithſtanding their high Profeſſion, Mammon is 
their God, and they mind earthly Things. By ſuch 
Men we are made to ſtink in the Noftrits of the 
People of other Countries; who, tho? they make no 
Proteſſion like ours, yet are many of them much 
honeſter in their Dealings, and may be much more 
fafely truſted than we. And this holds not only as 
to thoſe that are concern'd in Trade with other Coun- 
tries and People; but it is ſo among thoſe who call 
themſelves very good Chriſtians, in all our Towns, 1 in 
Dealing and Commerce one with another, even in 
ſmaller Things. If they abſtain from Drunkenneſs; 
Theft and Fornication, and the like open and ſcanda- 
lous Crimes, nevertheleſs they look upon Idleneſs, 
their falſeneſs to their Word and Promiſe, their want 
of W Love (evident by their quarrel! ſome, 
litigious 
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licigious Diſpoſition, and Law-Suits without number) 
their Malice, Revenge, and Evil- ſpeaking, their Ex- 
tortion, their private Cheats, and their ſecret Cove=/ 
touſneſs, and defrauding both GOD and the Poor 
their Dues, to ſupport their own Pride and Vanity; I 
ſay, they ſeem to look upon theſe Things as, little 
and trivial Things. 


Tr1s kind of Pharjſaiſm then, as it is greatly 
chargeable on the preſent Day, ſo is not this what 
you are. to take heed and beware of in the Station 
which GOD hath placed you in? There are no Laws 
can be made by the Civil Magiſtrate againſt any 
s of theſe Things. The Sanctions of their 

ws will ſignify little, as to the Pride and Vanity 
of Men: They can't puniſh Covetouſneſs, nor the 


- 


malicious and revengeful Tempers of Men; nay, 
' ſome of the moſt palpable Cheats are oftentimes ſo 
manag d, as to elude all the Laws that can poſſibly 
de provided againſt them. 


 Tazsz Things then (my Fathers and Brethren) 


lie peculiarly in your Province to reprove, and endea- 


your to convince the Minds and Conſeiences of all 
ſuch nominal Chriſtians, that their moſt diligent Per- 
formance of the Externals of Religion, without a ſtrict 


Regard to their moral Conduct, is but downright 
Pbariſaiſn and Hypocriſy, and that they ſpall in 19 
Caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


| Tavs 1 have gone through the ſecond general 


Head 1 propoſed z To ſhow that the Caution here 
urg'd is appoſite to the Occaſion of this Day. And 
I am now in the laſt Plate, 


| _ UI. To make @ full Application of them — And 
here, 75 | 


Es Tin 1. Hence 


7 - + 
w 
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1. Hencz we learn what thoſe Things are, which \® 
in Purſuance of the Caution in our Text, we” are this | 
Day to tale heed and beware of. — We have ſaid, that 
ſome of the Doctrines of the Phariſees and of the Sad. 
dycees, or thoſe which are ſimilar to them, are fo 
much in Repute in the preſent Generation, as makes 
the Caution in the Text appoſite to the Occaſion of 
this Day. PETS Py” „ 

Alt ſuch Doctrines then as lead us to ſeek Juſti- 
fication by our Works, or at all to depend upon our 
own Righteouſneſs; ſuch as tend to diminiſh the 
Glory of divine Grace in the Salvation of Man, and 
therefore tend alſo to the weakning the Power of 
Religion; theſe are to be diligently guarded againſt. 
— But then as we are thus to beware of Arminianiſnn 
on the one Hand, ſo we are on the other Hand to 
beware of Antinomianiſin, which thoſe ſeem to favour, 
that with all their Orthodoxy with reſpe& to the 
Doctrines of Grace, and Exactneſs in the Externals 
of Worſhip, take little Care of their moral Beha- 
viour in Life, 4 +: 
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 AGaix, if we are to guard againſt Arminians 
and Antinomians, much more are we to guard againſt 
thoſe who are tainted with the Doctrines of Aris ; 
who tho” they call themſelves Chriſtians, are not 
worthy of the Name, while they endeavour to rob 
CHrIsT of his Divinity, and ſet him at an infinite 
Diſtance below the divine Nature. Theſe Hereticks 
then, tho* they are not included in the Pbariſaiſin 
which our Lord cautions us againſt in the Text, yet 
1 here mention, as by an Argument a Minori. 


Acarin, Beſides theſe, we are to take heed and 
beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees, which is Hypo- 
cg, that is, of the Effects of theſe phariſaical Poc- 
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tines, as we have already mention'd them, viz. That 
ontradiction to all the Rules of moral Life, which 


thoſe allow themſelves in, who nevertheleſs pretend 


do a great deal of Religion and Devotion. However 


ill and unſound Principles in Divinity may lead to 


a : Hypocriſy and a Diſſolution of Manners, this that I 
3 (ing of, is the Thing itſelf, which is the Effect of 
© 


eſe Principles. And as thoſe who hold ſuch Prin- 


2 tiples, are erroneous in. their Underſtandings, whereby 


they are in Danger of wandering from the Path of 


Life; ſo theſe I now ſpeak of, are erroneous in 
” Heart and Life, and of all that we have mention'd, 
have the leaſt Ground for Hope of the Mercy of 
60D. Theſe then are Things you are to take heed 
and beware of, as Miniſters of Jzsvs CHRIS. 


AcAin, There are the Dodrines of the Saddycees, 


which you are to take heed and beware of. — As, 
the Deiſm of the preſent Day; this kind of Infidelity 
* which is ſo rife in our Nation, and indeed in ſeveral 
* Others that are called Chriſtian,” is greatly to be be- 


wailed, and the greateſt Care taken by the Watchmen 


of GOD, that the Leaven of it do not diffuſe it ſelf 


among us: for that it is as truly deſtructive of all 
Religion as Atheiſm itſelf. 


Ax very little leſs ſo are the Errors of Socinus, 
which may well be rank'd under the Head of Saddu- 


- ciſm; in that the Men of this Way reject the Reve- 
* lations of the Goſpel, at the fame Time they pretend 


to believe ſomething of them. For while they aſſert, 


That CarisT was a meer Man; That he had ng 
* Exiſtence before he was born of the Virgin; That 
| What he did, was not to give Satisfaction to GON for 
Sin, but only to give Men a Pattern of heroic Ver- 
| tue, and to ſeal his Doctrines by his Death; While 
| Original. Fine Grace, and Prodeſtingion paſs with 
B 2 en. 
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* 


empty Ceremonies, and they alſo deny the Immenſity 
f GON and his Qmniſcience, for they allow him 
not the Knowledge of Contingencies; I ſay, while 


" 


theſe and many more groſs Hereſies are held by 
them, they undermine the very Bottom and Founda- 
tion of the Religion of Jzsvs, the Son of GOD, 
and are therefore in Danger of Hell-fire.— But I 


x 
- 


paſs ig fay, 


2. LzT us then attend ta and receive the Caution 


them for meer Chimera's, the $acramenty are elend 


of our Lord this Day, Take Heed and beware of the 


TLeaven of the Phariſees and of the Sadducees. But 
now (1.) With reſpeft to whom are you to beware ? 


and (2.) How are you to beware? What is the Cay- 


tion to be uſed ? 


1. With reſbect to Whom are you to beware? 
And here I ſay (1.) Doubtleſs with reſpe& to Your 
ſelves, (2.) With reſpect to the Churches of CHRIST 
in general, through the Land. And (3.) With re- 
en to the particular Flocks committed to your 
Charge: r * 
1. Nu are firſt of all to beware doublleſs with 


reſbect to Your ſelvez.—— You are to ſee that your 


- 


Principles be agreable to the Word of GOD; that 
you abhor all thoſe Tenets, which tend to ſpiritual 
Pride and Hypocriſy.— Yau are alſo to take Heed 
to your Behaviour in Life, and while you preach to 
others, while you exhort others to beware of Hypo- 
criſy, to ſee that you allow not your felves in any 
Practices cantrary to the Doctrines you preach. For 
T doubt not, that Deiſm and all other kinds of Infide- 


lity owe their Riſe, more to the bad Lives of che 


Cauſr Taber, It 
F 7 to 
be 


Clergy, chan to any other ar 
greatly Lehoves you then, that you be Exa 
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the Believers, in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in 
Spirit, in Faith, in Purity: that ye may be able to 
ive that Exhortation to the People (Phil, 3. 17.) 
55 ye Followers toggther of us, and mark (i. e. obſerve 


: 2 for your Imitation) them which walk o, as ye bave 

u for an Enſample. We may preach (my Fathers 
and Brethren) till we are worn out with Labour, and 
to the Deſtruction of our Health and Life; and yet 
if our Converſation and Practice are not anſwerable 


to ſuch a Zeal, we ſhall by our ill Example do more 
Hurt, than ever we have done Good, We had need 


? then be infinitely careful of oyr Lives, that they be 


conform'd to the Example of the. bleſſed Jzsvs, who 


 * as he could not be charg'd with Sin, ſo be went about 
' going good. Conſider, W 
the Service of our Maſter, and perhaps by the Sove- 
freign Grace of GOD, be inſtrumental to the helping 
on others in the Way of Salvation, and yet never 
bbtain it our ſelves, Let then that Deſtruction from 
60 be a Terror to us; Matth, 7. 22, 23. Many 
pill ſay unto me in that Day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not propheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name caſt out 


e may ſhew much Zeal in 


Devils, and in thy Name done many wonderful Works ? 
And then will I profeſs unto them, I never knew you, 
depart from me ye that work Iniquity. 


4. Yoy are to take Heed and beware with re- 
ſpect to the Churches of G60 in general. Not that 


. "You ſhould be Buſy- bodies in other Men's matters; 


or, as the original Word (in the Place I here refer 
to) much better ſuits the preſent Cafe, That ye ſhould 
not be ride rio ,, which is ſtrictly, that ye 
ſhould not play tbe Biſhop in another Man's Cbarge; 


that ye pretend not to the Government df other 
Men's Conſciences, nor endeavour to over-rule the 
Actions of other Churches; which has ſometimes. 


„ % © 


Shrough a miſguided Zeal been the Cale: But I mean 


here, 
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here, more eſpecially, the Care and Caution which i 

to be uſed by you, with reſpect to thoſe whom you 
din, and are Inſtruments of ſetting up, as Mini- 
ers of the Goſpel in other Churches ; hat you lay 
vt your Hands ſuddenly upon them, nor till you have 
Farigfied your ſelves, that (in a Judgment of Charity 

they are "Men of true Religion, firſt guarding as t 
the Heart ; and then as to the Hedd, that they be 
Men of ſound and orthodox Principles in Religion; 
Who will be likely to feed the Souls you commit to 
their Charge, with wholſome nouriſhing Food. I 
mean not, that you ſhould be over-zealous for their 
falling in with every nice and minute Diſtinction, you 
1 have in your Scheme of Things, which are per- 
no ways Regi, to guard the Doctrines o the 
Goſpel For it is this Endeavour to bring every 
Man to our own particular Scantling, that tends to 
vg Anger and Wrath, and ſo much Separation 
rom one another. But I mean nevertheleſs, that yo 
mould ſatisfy your ſelves, that they be ſuch as wil 


take Care to deliver the Doctrines of Grace to their 


People, according to the profeſs'd Principles of our 
Churches; deny the Phariſaical Doctrines, which 
we have ſpoken of, ſhall be in no Danger of Growth 


and · Increaſe among us. 


Bur then alſo with reſpegt to the Churches of 
GOD ii in general, you are to take Heed of the Doc- 

[hy nes of the Sadducees ; that Infidelity be diſcouraged : 
hat you rely againſt that Sadduciſin, in à great 
Piſbelief of the Oracles of GOD, and thoſe Errors 
P Socinianiſm, as we have touch'd at them, which are 
fo much nouriſh'd by many in the Infidel-Parts of 
bur Land. For there are thoſe that call themſelves 
eie, in many, eſpecially the Southern Parts of 
our Land, that are little better than Heatben, as ta 
as Pedros al Tegets they profeſs to hold, 3 7 
25 
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they diſtegard and diſbelieve the ſubſtantial Parts of 
the Goſpel, and pretending to walk by The Light 
wil hin, are periſhing without Viſion, being wrap'd in 
Egyptian Darkneſs. In order to take heed and be- 
ware of theſe, we are to do every Thing in our 


Power, that the Goſpel in all its Purity may be 
pteach'd among them: And in order to this it is ne- 
cebſſary, that we be ready to contribute of our Sub- 
ſtance to the Support of ſuch as are willing to labour 
nin this Work. Now this being the main End of 
tthße pious Contributions of this Day, let me ſay, That 
| whatever Zeal we ſhow againſt modern Sadduciſm, 


et if we are not willing to contribute liberally of our 


3 bubſtance, that ſuch Infidels may be brought to enjoy 
the pure Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, we can't be i 
to take beed as we ought, and to beware of the Lea- 
ven of the Sadducees: And on the other Hand, if we 
| this Day from a ſincere Regard to the Goſpel of 
\ CayxisT make our Offerings ro GOD, we may be 
* fure, they ſhall be ſuch ſpiritual Sacrifices, as will be 
of a ſweet-ſmelling Savour in the Noſtrils of GOD, by 
FEN CHRIST our Lord, —But then, 


3. Tux Caution in the Text is more eſpecially to 
be exerciſed by you with regard to your particular 
FHlocks.— As you have theſe Flocks of GOD commit- 
ted to your Charge, ſo the great Shepherd expects, 


That you lead them in the right Way ; That you 
keep them from wandring from the Path of Life; 
That you cauſe them to lie down in green Paſtures, 
- whence they may receive true ſpiritual Nouriſhment, 
and be fat and flouriſhing ; That you lead them be- 
; fide the ſtill Waters, wherewith their Souls ſhall be 
; refreſh*d, which ſhall increaſe their Appetite to the 

Waters of Life, and the Rivers of Pleaſure which 
flow at the Right Hand of GOD for evermore.— 


This was the firſt Inquiry, With reſpect to whom are 


Jou to beware? I proceed to ay, 2. 
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2. How you muſt beware; what is the Caution. 
which is to be exerciſed in this Regard, Now as ts | 
the Manner how you ſhould beware as to your ſelves, | 
and the Churches of Ch RIS T in general, I have an- 
ticipated myſelf, and have ſaid enough under the for- 
mer Heads.— ſhall therefore only fay here how you 


— 
A * 


muſt beware, and what Caution you are to take, as to 
che particular Churches committed to your Cate and 
Charge. Firſt then, you are to ſearch the State f 

| Second » To uſe all poſſible Endea- 


your Flocks. Second uſl 
yours to guard and reduce them, 


1. 2 2 foould doubtleſs. ſearch into the State of your | ; 
Flecks.—This is the firſt Thing you have to do, in the | 


Exerciſe of that Caution you are to uſe with reſpect 
to them. The Search for this Leaven ſhould be dili- 


gent, not to be exceeded even by the diligent Search f 


made by the modern Jews for Leaven in their Hou- 


ſes before their Paſſoever. Every Miniſter certain)! 
ought to endeavour that he may know the Condition 
of his Flock in ſpiritual Regards, what are the pre- 
vailing Sins or Errors among them, and what their | 


Temptations. 


Ap. here it is the Duty of a Miniſter (doubtleſs) Þ 
to guard his Flock againſt all Hereſies ; That he par-“ 
ticularly take Care as to any the firſt Motions of Þ 
Infidelity and modern Sadduciſm, which will abſolute- | © 
ly ſubvert the whole Deſign of his Miniſtry ; and as well! ** 
alſo of Arianiſm and Socinianiſm : But then he is like- Þ 
wiſe to guard againſt, the Leaven of the Phariſees, | 
in the high Opinion which Men are apt to have off * 
their own Works, and which greatly clogs and impedes | 
the Goſpel in its Progreſs in the Hearts of Men.! 
te of your Flocks, as 


Thus are you to ſearch the Sta 
renthrol - FRROCS, - <5, > 
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No do I in this Advice and Direction act > the 
Phariſees of old, 'who laid heavy Burdens on Men's 
Shoulders, but touched them not with one of their Fin- 
gers. For it doubtleſs becomes me, in the public 
Station I hold; to make Examination as to the State 
of Things in theſe Reſpects, in the School of the Pro- 
þbets : For that from thence proceed thoſe Streams, 
which we truſt will make glad the City of God; but 
if the Fountain be corrupt; the Streams will doubtleſs 
be foul and impure. Wherefore I am glad I can from 
my own Examination of Things, aſſure this venera- 
ble Audience this Day, That that Society hath not deſer- 
ved the Aſpetſions. which have of late been made up- 
on it, either as to the Principles there prevalent, or the 


' | Books there read: and tho* ſuch as have given out a 
: difadvantageous Report of us; in theſe Reſpects, I 
doubt not have done it in a godly Jealouſy for the 
Churches of Chriſt, which ate ſupply'd from us, yet 


bbleſſed be God) they are at leaſt miſtaken herein; 


or has that Society been in ſo happy a State as to 


- theſe Things, from the Time that I firſt was acquain- 
ted with the Principles there, which muſt be allow'd 
do be the Space of four or five and thirty Years at 
lleaſt, as it is at this Day. But I proceed — | 


Tur Miniſter of the Goſpel is to ſearch his parti- 


- cular Flock, as to Phariſaiſm in the other Senſe, in 
which we ſaid it was to be conſider'd; That Mer 
- deceive not themſelves by a full Profeſſion and high 
Pretences to Religion and Devotion: Examining; 
whether Religion prevail in the Power of it upon. 
their Hearts, as well as is viſibly own'd by them in their 
external Attendance upon Ordinances. And not only 
is he to be careful in viſiting the fick in Body, but 

ſuch too as are ſpiritually ſick and weak: That he 
| endeavour to rouze Sinners out of their Security, 
comfort the ſorrowful, and carefully diſtinguiſh be- 

mween thoſe Troubles that ariſe from a proper ſpiritual 


Y E. Concern, 
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Concern, and ſuch as are but the Effect of a Diſorder 
of animal Spirits, and proceed only from a diſtem- 


per'd Body + That when he finds any of his Flock 


properly under the Terrors of the Law of GOD, he 
take all poſſible Care to guide them; and lead them 


fo CHtist ; That he be careful, as not to comfort 


them too ſoon, ſo to beware according to the natural 


ſpairing of the Mercy of GOD, and urge to a patient 


waiting for the Joy of his Salvation. — He muſt take | 
Care alſo, that he rejoice with them that rejoices and | 
when thoſe who have been in Darknefs, have the | 

Light of GOD's Countenance lifted up upon them, | 


that he aſſiſt them to regulate, their Joy: That he in- 


ſtruct them, that the beſt Proof of their proper joying | _ 
in the Lon b, is their ſtronger Attachment to the | 

Rules of holy living 5 that this ſhould be their Re- | 
Joicing, even the Teſtimony of their Confciences for | 


them, in all their ſtricteſt Examinations, that they 
have at Heart the Honour of God, as well as the Good 
of all their Fellow-Creatures z herein exerciſing them- 
ſelves always to keep Confeiences void of Offence toward 
God and toward Man. They muſt be told, their Re- 
joicing ſhould be this, the Teſtimony of their Conſciences, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity they have their Con- 
verſation in the World, For this is a better Founda- 


tion for their Rejoicing, than any fudden Flaſhes of 


Light that may break in upon the Mind: Not but 
that the Saint may feel this very ſenſibly, and it is 
a Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory: Yet till: I ſay, 
the beſt Proof, even to a Man's ſelf, that this Illumi- 
nation is a Work of the Spirit of God, is a Conſciouſ- 
neſs that he is more watchful} unto Prayer, that he is 
more mortified to the World, and that his Deſires 
are more and more enlarg'd after ſpiritual Bleffings and 
heavenly Things in Chriſt Jeſus. For I look upon 
it as an undoubted Truth, That the Fruits of Sanc- 
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$ tification are the beſt Evidences of our Fuſtification, 


. 


F 

2 
* 
» 


And las it js the beſt Proof to a Man's ſelt, ſo it is 


the only Proof to others; For let a Man talk never 
ſo much of Joy and rejoicing in GOD, and bein 


filled with the higheſt Tranſports of Delight, yet 
it be evident that he is the ſame Man he was before, 


v 


or in 3 Word is not a more watchful Chriſtian, we 


| | have Reaſon to fear, he decetveth himſclf. — But 


then, 


2. Lou are not only to ſearch and know the State 


ol your Flacks, but to uſe all poſſible Endeavours, both 


to guard and reduce them. — This is the next Thing to 


de done with reſpect to the Caution to be exerciſed ; 


4 But then theſe Endeavours are to be uſed both pri- 


vately and publickly. 

(I.) Privately, in two Ways. 

1. A wiſe and prudent Uſe of private Arguings and 
Warnings is to be attempted, with thoſe who are out of 
the Way, and to guard thoſe who may be in Danger. — 
As to the Advantage of a Miniſter's private Admo- 
nitions in theſe Reſpects, it muſt depend upon his 
Wiſdom and Prudence: And as thoſe who are natu- 
rally wiſe and prudent, and underſtand Men, as well 
as Books, will not need ſo much Direction in this 
Caſe, ſo to a Man that is naturally imprudent and 
unwiſe, all the Rules of Prudence in the World will 
ſignify very little. Therefore ] ſhall only ſay here, 
That in our Talk wich thoſe, we adminiſter any pri- 
vate Admonitions to, We are to beware of irritating” 
their Paſſions; chooſe fit Times of ſpeaking ; A. 


endeavour to evidence it to them, that all we ſay 


proceeds from a ſincere Love and Regard to their 
Souls : And then no Man who is not a ſordid brutiſh. 


| Scorner, can be angry with us. But I proceed to ſay, 


| Blocks, Ceaſe not Nay ar Night to preſcat them 
| 2 


2. BSI D xs all this prudent Care in private Warn- 
ings, you muſt be much in Prayer to GOD for your 


0 
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to the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls; pleading 


with him, That as he hath purchaſed them with his |. 
Blood, He would take a peculiar Care of them; That 
he would teach you to lead and guide them, free from 


all Errors and Wandrings from the Path of Life; 
That not ane of them be loſt by your Neglect; That 


He would affiſt you to feed them with Food conve- | 


nient for them; That they may be filled with the | © 
Knowledge of his Will in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual | 
Underſtanding, that they may be fruitful: in. every 
good Work, and increaſing in the Knowledge of 
GOD. Which leads me to fay, - K 
(2. ) The great Truths and Doftrines of the Goſpel | 
are in your Sermons to be preſo'd upon your Hearers : | © 
and thus are you to endeavour to guard and reduce | 
them in a public Way. Thoſe Truths (I ſay) are to 


be preſs'd upon them, which are properly Evangeli- | 


cal, whether they be practical or more ſpeculative. 


The practical Trutbs of the Goſpel are to be urged -K 


then upon your Hearers, For if we would not be re- 
proachid as Antinomians, we muſt preach Morality ; 3 | 
that js to ſay, the abſolute Obligation, which every 


one pretending to Chriſtianity is under, to have a ſtrict | 1 


Regard to his moral Conduct in the World, to the | 
Practice of Temperance, and -Juſtice, and Charity, 
and the like. But then we are to take heed to enforce |. 
hep Duties by the Motives and Arguments of the | 
ofpel, as our Saviour himſelf did: For otherwiſe 
bir will ſignify nothing to the Chriſtian ; and the | 
orks of the heathen Moraliſts, ſuch as Seneca and 
Erietetas, will be as good Divinity. And here I can- 
not better cloſe the Pirection under this Head, than 
in the Words of the excellent Mr. Jennings, in his 
Two Niſcoujſes (Of preaching CHEST, &c.) lately 
reprinted among us. | 
Some (ſays he) having nat arriv'd at the Reliſh 
* for the Dofrines of any n, ſuppreſs them 
TY in 


j 
I? 
a 
a4; 
15 
« 
F 
* 
* 
4 
7 
* 


A Convention SERMON. 37 
in their Preaching, /and- are altogether on Moral ty 2 
G. enforcing it with no Motives of the Goſ l, 61885 
* ſome of thoſe addreſsd to Fear. Thele, if they 
& are Maſters of much Fire, may convince ſome 

« but it fares with moſt of their Convicts, as wit 

© the Man in the Parable, out of whom the Uncle: 

« Spirit went for a while, but finding his Houſe 
empty, return'd with ſeven mote and the latter 
& End of ſuch is worſe than the Beginning.—Or elſe 
a the awaken'd Hearer takes up with 'a proud De- 
ndance upon a miſtaken, external, and Phariſai- 


; : cal Righteouſneſs. — Or elfe the convinced Sinner, 
not being by his Teacher led to Ear 1sT, proceeds 


5 ( 


F not, ſettles not; but abiding long under the doubt- 
44 ful Concern, is wearied with it, weary of it, and 
comes to nothing.—Or laſtly, if any are converted 
under his Miniſtry, *tis very uſual, that they are 
Es forced to deſert it, to find richer and ſweeter Paſture 
3 | © for their Souls.?— Thus he. 


Again, If you would not be juſtly ſtigmatiz'd as 
Arminians, or worſe, ſurely you ought to preach the 


\  Doftrines of Grace. To illuſtrate which, will neceſſa- 
rily come in the Doctrine of Original Sin; whence is 


evident the Neceſſity of an On 9 if 


the 
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the Deeds done in the Body. And in this Cafe alſs 
let me give you the Reflection of the Rev. Mr. Fen- 
aings, in his Diſcourſes above-mention'd. 81 

5 Some Preachers (ſays he) finding their Thoughts 
* flow moſt readily and affectionately upon the Doc- 
ce trines of Grace, and that by theſe they beſt com- 
£ mand the Affections of their Hearers, are altoge- 
tt ther upon them; and negle& to teach their People 
<« to obſerve what GHRIST bath commanded them. I 
cc bear many of them Witneſs, that they have a Zeal 


« for GOD; but I wiſh it were more according i | 
& Knowledge. They do not ſure ſufficiently conſider, | 
te that Holineſs is the Deſign of Chriſtianity ; and 
* our Preaching on other Heads is in order the better | 
ce to enforce Duty, and make Men like to CHRIST. 
« am afraid, from what I have obſerv'd, that this 
<« Strain of Preaching will increaſe the Number of | 
* ſuch Hearers, whom our Saviour deſcribes by the | 


Stony Ground in the Parable of the Sozwer z namely, 
« ſuch who are all Notion and Affection, with a for- 
c ward Profeſſion, but have an unſubdued Will, ne 
* Root in themſelves, and bring forth no Fruit to 
* GOD. This Strain I fear, tho? it bring many to- 
** wards CHRIST, will bring but few ſafely to him; 
many of their Hearers, with CHRIS much in their 
„ Mouths, will prove but Hypocrites ſettled on their 
« Tees, and Slaves to Luſt; nor is this Strain more 
„ happy for the uniform Growth of the ſincere Chri- 
** ſtian; they that fit under it are fo frequently low, 
$* imperfect, and partial, in practical Godlineſs; diſ- 
** temper'd with a conceited and prepoſterous Zeal 
* for Words and Phraſes, and Things of little or ng 
$£ Conſequence z perplexed, and perplexing others, 
tt with a Thouſand groundleſs Scruples ; Children in 
++ Underſtanding: And it were happy that they were 
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ſo in Malice too. But alas, their narrqwneſs of Mind 


, infefts the Heart with uncharitable Affections ta 
++ Chriſtians of different Perſuaſions. Thus he. 
WHEN 


Wu rn then Miniſters of the Goſpel take ſuch Care, 
as we have faid, of the Principles and Practice, both 
of themſelves; of the Churches of GOD in general, 
and of thoſe Churches of CHRIS particulatly com- 
mitted to their Charge, they may be ſaid to tate heed 
and beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees and of the 
** Sadducees. And thus doing we may hope, that GOD 
| | will bleſs your Care of, and Solicitude for the Cauſe 
of CuRISTͤH ; That true Religion ſhall revive and 
> flouriſh in the Churches of New England, and the 
Power of it be every where evident and conſpicuous ; 
That you (my Fathers and Brethren) ſhall be burning 

Land ſhining Lights, in Candleſticks of pure Gold; yea, 
that you ſhall be as Stars, by your Light, Heat and 
 * Influence, inſtrumental of turning many out of their 
natural Darkneſs into marvellous Light; and finally, 
that you ſhall hereafter ine as the Brightneſs 


* of the Firmament, and as the Stars for ever and ever. 
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